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SHARING THE GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 
 

“Bearing One Another’s Burdens”          
 

     I have neither met, nor have I heard of anyone who adamantly refused prayer on their behalf. However, I can 
recount numerous occasions where people asked for prayer, even if they were nonbelievers. Yes, prayer works! 
And I know it works because I have seen it work…time and time again. The late J. Sidlow Baxter, who pastored 
in churches in both England and Scotland once said: “…Men may spurn our appeals, reject our message, oppose 
our arguments, despise our persons…but they are helpless against our prayers.” 
     Perhaps you heard someone say, “Oh, I tried prayer once, but it didn’t work; God never answered me.” It’s 
conceivable that such a person was either praying to some entity other than God, or was praying with ill-
conceived motives. It’s also quite possible that this person was not attuned to God, but alienated from Him. 
Speaking through His prophet Isaiah, God said: “Behold, the Lord’s hand is not so short that it cannot save; 
neither is His ear so dull that it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation between you and 
your God, and your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He does not hear” [Isaiah 59:1, 2].   
     But for the believer the answers to our prayers are a given; it’s a certainty! In God’s timing His answer will 
always be: “Yes,” “No,” or “Later”; never “Maybe.”  
     So, if we’re assured of a “sure thing”, why don’t we take advantage of it? Our…strike that…God’s Prayer 
Room is always open and available. I’m not aware of another church in close proximity to GCC that specifically 
designed such a room. This was not an after-thought; it was a fore-thought! 
     James, the half-brother of Jesus wrote in his epistle: “You do not have because you do not ask” [James 4:2]. 
Prayer is one of the privileges we enjoy as a child of God. In the twinkling of an eye you can be ushered into the 
presence of God who promises not only to listen, but to answer our timely concerns.   
     But like most activities, prayer must be cultivated, nurtured and developed. In his letter to the Romans  Paul 
writes: “Now may the God who gives perseverance and encouragement grant you to be of the same mind 
with one another according to Christ Jesus; that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” [Romans 15:5, 6]. Like our choir, we need to rehearse….we need to practice 
praying! 
     But most importantly, we must begin prayer by learning to listen! Afford God the opportunity to speak to us 
first! After all, He already knows the desires of our heart. Give some prayer thought and consideration to 
adopting a “Prayer Vigil” where members and regular attenders can pick a time of their choosing to be praying 
about on-going concerns and to do so within the confines of your own home. I think we would all be amazed to 
discover what God has to say.   
     If you’re interested in learning more about the power of prayer, here are a few resource materials: Kenneth E. 
Hagin, The Art of Prayer; Andrew Murray, With Christ in the School of Prayer and The Believer’s Prayer Life; 
Lloyd Ogilvie, Praying through the Tough Times; Richard Pratt, Pray with Your Eyes Open; John R. Rice, 
Prayer: Asking and Receiving.  
     One final thought. Others may not know that you are praying for them, but at some point in time, they’ll be 
glad you did! 
 

Have a care,   
Pastor Cooper  
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Finance Committee Report 

 
For the month of September our unrestricted 
contributions were $27,404.00 and our expenses 
were $31,002.79.  Contributions for the first three 
Sundays in October were $16,647.00 

Facilities Maintenance Fund 
Contributions to the Facilities Maintenance Fund 
totaled $135.00 for the month of September.  This 
fund is used for building and maintenance expenses 
and to cover emergency costs that may arise.            
 

                   Your Finance Committee 

 
Women’s Ministry 

 

     Ladies, believe it or not it is time to mark your 
calendars for our Christmas Luncheon/Program.  
My how time does fly!!! The date for this event is 
Thursday, December 3rd at 11:30. We feel richly 
blessed to have as our featured guest "International 
Speaker and Author" Carol Hopson who comes 
highly recommended by Annette Strangman. They 
worked together for 15 years.   
     Carol has spoken to groups nationally and 
internationally and has authored 10 books. Carol has 
also developed "Heartsong Ministries" which has as 
its goal to "Reach, Teach and Inspire women to love 
and serve the Lord Wholeheartedly."  
We know you won't want to miss this most 
inspirational program. The cost is $15.00 and "yes" 
Peter & Gabe will once again be catering our 
Christmas lunch. The sign-up sheet is in the 
Resource Center and be sure and invite your friends 
to join us. Deadline for registration is Monday, 
November 30th. See You There!!!!  
 

“Jesus Station” 
 
     Beginning November 29th, anyone who wishes to 
give a Christmas card to a fellow member(s) of 
Grace Community Church may deposit the card(s) 
with the receiver name(s) written on the envelope at 
the “Jesus Station” in the Narthex. The cards will be 
sorted alphabetically, by the Station Angels. You 
can check each Sunday, 12/6, 12/13 and 12/20 to 
see if there is a card(s) for you. 

     This is a delightful mission and totally voluntary.  
The Deacons will distribute cards to those not able 
to pick them up at church. It is also an opportunity 
to make a donation to our Missionaries. There will 
be a basket for this purpose. This is a triple delight. 
1. We celebrate Jesus’ Birthday, God’s gift to us. 2. 
We share fellowship within our church family. 3. 
We support our Missionaries.   
     Days to drop off cards are: Sunday, November 
29th, December 6th, and December 13th.   
     Days to pick-up your card(s) are Sunday, 
December 6th, December 13th and December 20th. 
     May this sharing of Love, Celebration and 
gifting be blessed! 
 
Deacon Linda Schooley 
 

November Birthdays 
 

11/01  Diane Smith 
11/02  Shirley Peebles 
11/04  Richard Schussler 
11/09  Art Johnson 
11/10  Larry Laursen 
11/16  Roy Carpenter 
11/17  Joan Johnson 
11/19  Ralph Cleaver  
11/19  Barry Schweig 
11/23  Doug Robinson 
11/25  Ken Reid 
11/27  Ava Olsen 
11/28  Donna Bice 
11/28  Richard Urwiller 
11/30  Alana Mraz 
 

Happy Birthday to each of you! 
 

November Anniversaries 
 

11/10  Jack and Jan Gossett 
11/22  David & Carolyn Craig 
11/29  William & Mary Ann Malotte 
11/29  Dave & Bette Storhaug 
 

Happy Anniversary to each of you! 
 

A note from your GCC library 
     Be sure to check the “Newly Added Materials” 
shelf in the GCC library. We have added several of 
your favorite authors. 
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD® 
 
     Once again Grace Community Church members 
will express the spirit of giving by participating in 
Franklin Graham’s Shoebox children’s gift event.  
Last year we had a record donation of over 125 
shoeboxes filled with toys, and other items to thrill 
and help underprivileged kids in impoverished parts 
of the world.  This is one great way for this Body of 
Christ to spread God’s Word and the love of Jesus 
Christ to those innocents who will now know there 
are other people in the world who care about them.  
For years this simple Box of gifts has led, through 
its children, whole families to the Lord in lands that 
need Jesus Christ more than ever!  
     Since 1993, Samaritan's Purse has delivered 
over 69 million gift-filled shoe boxes to boys and 
girls in more than 130 countries. Also, a financial 
gift to Operation Christmas Child helps cover 
materials, processing and shipping expenses and 
allows our teams to share the Good News of God’s 
love with children and their families. A small 
shoebox can have a big impact! What goes into the 
box is love and fun, but what comes out of it is 
eternal. Be a part of changing children's lives all 
over the world in Jesus' Name through the power of 
a simple gift with Operation Christmas Child. 
     If you are unable to shop for items to fill a 
shoebox Samaritan’s Purse we will gladly accept 
financial donations of any amount.  Look for the 
Donation shoebox, in the Narthex, that’s ready to be 
filled by individuals who are part of Grace 
Community Church. Please return the packed-full 
shoe boxes to the church by Sunday November 15, 
2015.  God Bless you for your generous donation!   
 
Nelsine Ellsworth 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Church Event Procedures 
 

     The following procedure has been established for 
non-scheduled church events. The person who will 
be the coordinator of the event will contact the 
church secretary to verify that the desired date does 
not conflict with other church events or activities. If 
no conflict exists, she will enter it on the calendar.  
A "Procedure for non-scheduled events" form 
will then be filled out and given to the church 
secretary. Copies will be distributed to concerned 
parties. All of the required details should be taken 
care of by the appropriate committees and if there 
are questions the event coordinator will be 
contacted. If, however, it is an outside event, prior 
approval by Session is required.   
     If there are questions please contact the church 
secretary. 

 
 

Thanksgiving Day Prayer 
 

Lord, so often times, as any other day 
When we sit down to our meal and pray 
We hurry along and make fast the blessing 
Thanks, amen.  Now please pass the dressing. 
We’re slaves to the olfactory overload 
We must rush our prayer before the food gets cold. 
But Lord, I’d like to take a few minutes more 
To really give thanks to what I’m thankful for. 
For my family, my health, a nice soft bed 
My friends, my freedom, a roof over my head 
I’m thankful right now to be surrounded by those 
Whose lives touch me more than they’ll ever 
possibly know. 
Thankful Lord, that You’ve blessed me beyond 
measure 
Thankful that in me lives life’s greatest treasure. 
Thank You, dear Jesus, reside in that place  
And I’m ever so grateful for your unending grace. 
So please, heavenly Father, bless this food You’ve 
provided  
And bless each and every person invited. 
Amen! 
 
Author – Scott Wesemann 

A mighty fortress is our God 
A bulwark never failing: 

Our helper He amid the flood 
Of mortal ills prevailing - 

Luther 
 

Taken from Our Daily Bread 

http://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child
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